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Its Formation and Progress 
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Because so many members have joined our ranks 
in recent times, the Editor has requested that I 
prspare a kind of short precis of events leading u 
to and following ths formation of AMRA, It must 0 
borne in mind that to writs an actual factual his-— 
tory of the birth and development of the Associa-— 
tion to this date would already sasily consume at 
lsast one hundred pages ths size of this Journal. 
This, I feel, should bs dons, but as to who has tne 
tims, necessary skill and knowledge to carry out 
this monumental sffort, I have no idea... Yet, un- 
fortunatsly, the longesr it is left, ths mors adiz— 
ficult it will becoms, human msmory Ssing what it. 
is. However, bs that as it may, in ths following 
paragraphs I havs attsmptsd to give a nscesssarily 
brisf picture of how ths AMRA came into daing, de- 
rivinge the information from AMRA Minutss and Cor= 
respondence filss, and to. soms extant from my own 
memory, and with the help of others who wers in- 
timatsly connectsd with those rathsr hsctic days 
(and nights) that already ssem so long ago. 


~ 
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The basic idsa which eventually lsd to the 
formation of the Association in its existing form 
was crystalis2d by various comments in ths "Fort= 
nightly Notices" issusd by Alan Goods in connection 
with his Hobson's Bay Raiiwsy, the first comment 
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osing 'FN126¢', in the issue dated 13/11/1950, in 
which Mr C, Buchanan asksd which was thse better scales 
to advocats for '0O' Gaugs, as NS¥ modellers appeared 
to favour 7mm, scale to a ereater degrees (there you 
ars, Poo Steward, doss that make you smile?) whilst 
Victorians favoursd 1/4" scales, In 'FN,1295' I ad 
vocated that standards bs adopted bsfors confusion 
reigned suprems, using ons or ths othsr of ths exist-— 
ing Amsrican or British Standards, or alternatively, 
the drawing up of a complets sst of our own, which 
appsarsd to ms to be ths wissr course to taks, in 
view of the varisty of gauges used by Australian full 
Size railways, and ths hotch-potch of modsl squipmsnt 
available in Australia, Further commsnt appsared in 
tr N's 1314 and 1349', and finally the cat was out 
of ths bag in 'F,N,1389', = 


What actually happsned in the psriod from ths 
publication of the first 'F.N,' regarding standards 
was a spate of privates correspondsnes betwean intsr- 
ested persons, mainly Bill Lowry, Ernis Dean and my-— 
self, and on my return to Melbourne sarly in 1951, 
informal talks on ths subject of the formation of an 
Australian Standards organization wers hsld with Bill 
and Ern, ths first of thess meetings bsing held on 
the 13th March, 1951, at Bill's home, It was there 
that ths decision was made to attempt to form an 
Australian organization and to convens anothsr mset- 
ing to bs held on the 40th March, to which any intsr- 
3sted model railway men would bs invited, Unfortu— 
nately, we didn't publiciss this too well, and only 
six turnsd up at thse mesting, namely, Rick Richardson 
Bryan MeClurs, Doug. McFadden, Ernis Dean, Bill Lowry 
and mysslf, Ths idea was discusssd at length, and it 
was sventually decidsd that a Standards Association 
should be a practicable possibility in Australia, and 
thé formation of the as yet namelsss association 
would bs procsesdsd with immediately. 


A further mesting was arranged for ths 6th April 


74. 
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This is possibly the last regular tditorial 
which will gracs -— or, disgrace - thsss pages, 

In futurs, there will be only one Frontispises 
per Voluns, that on the first pags, on which will 
be displayed the Office Bearsrs, as in ths past, 

Numbering of pages 3sach Volumes will »s con- 
| sscutive and at ths conclusion of a Volume an Index 

@ vill bs supplied to bs inssrtsd by the msombsr at 
the commencement of thse particular Volumes, 

It is thought ths extra pagss devotsd to act 
ual articles will b3 more appreciated by members, 
and the indsxing and through numbering will maks 
the Journal mors convenient in uss, 

Ofcourse, if a dslugs of protesting Latters 
commencss to coma in this policy may havs to bs r3o- 
versed, but as I havs recsivsd only two lstters in 
my fiftsen months as Editor, I fesl quits surs ths 
tranquility of msmbers will remain, as Svsr, quits 
unruffisd, =a = 
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continuing: = | 
THE AUSTRALIAN MODEL RAIL™AY ASSOCIATION 
Its Formation and Progress -— 


at which Ernis Mainka and Andy Lysll ‘sabe cnastiy 
VMRS President for two years) ware also present, 
Andy vas sympathstic to our aims, and although re- 
erétting his inability to taks an activs part in 
ths new Association, hs becams a foundation memb3r, 
and is still a Quist supportsr of AMRA, It was ds- 
cidsd that prior to announcsmsent of ths Association 
a Constitution should bs prspared and submitted for 
considsration to subssquésnt mastings to bs h3ald on 
20th April, and 4th May, 1951, and in this Rick,-vho 


cas Sserstary, Bryan McClurs as Assistant— 
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da terrific job, ths Constit-— 
g written to incorporats as 
ten conflicting visws and 
forseetee formative, (but 
still unoff3 total) 3 Stnice. It is interesting to rs— 
fleot that despite minor sarly "sniping", surprising— 
ly few amsndméents haves Osen mads to the doses i tation 
inc? its adoption at the first official mssting of 
ths Association on the 18th May, 1951. 


collected the chors, di 
ution hs presented bei 
wetl as possible the « 


Having fitted oursslives out with a lovely shiny 
new Constitution, peas oaext moves was to procead with 
the slsection of Offige—bearars and this was dons, a 
Joo bsing found for all present. The first Ooffics— 
bsarers were Cliff Richardson as President, myssif 
ecrstary, 
Xrnis Dean as Trsasursr, Doug, McFadden as Assistant— 
Trsasursr, nent Mainka as Editor, Bill Lowry as a 


Committeena 1 whilst.Ernis Ds3an doublesd-—up as Publish-— 

er “This. fix ‘st "Klection" was not without its hun- 
-orous aspset, for rathsr obviously sveryone took it 

in turn to propose ths next in turn for a position, 


members. alee 
spective po 
ths time, 


to writs up Hi Minutes, and that first set 


3 
r 
;} had its serious sides as erent members 


first evening which meant £6/15/— in the 
donations which were rscéivsd as wsll 
pressnt, This was the sum total of "off- 
3 we received for th3 next fsw months so 
+ Committse had their hands in their rs— 
ats for ons thing and anothsr nearly all 
st in passing I might. mention that I had 
was real- 


bat oy 
@ @ 


ly somstning, for it naturally includsd ths Constit-— 


ution, ths 


whole job taking 1/7 foolscap pages. In 


addition to ths Constitution, ws decided that an em- 
blem would be nscsssary, and Rick submitted a design 
to ths mssting held on 23rd May, 1951, and anothsr on 


the lst Juns, 


the now familiar 


and the sscond ons, | 
Main items of 


wheel on a rail, was ths one chosen. 
booing & . ae stage were the printing of letterhead 
paper 2 paper) the cost of which was fully covered 


—a 


by donations, printing of covers for th2 'Journal' 
and Stan3ard and Data Shs3ats, ani the cost of dup— 
licating 100 copi3s of ths Constitution which cost 
us the then prinesly sum of £15,! 


At a m32ting on lst Jun3, it was iscidsd that 
the AMRA would apply to ths Australi | 
of Modsl Socistizs to become g msmosr of that body, 
and in ths following August, ANMRA bscem3 a member, 
Ths President appointsd a Standards Committss of 
four on the 15th Jun3, 1951, with mysslf as Chair— 
man, and work was commenced immediately on ths prep— 
aration of Standards. In addition to this, draft 
letters wsrs prspar3i for rspiy to prospective mam 
bers and to Wodsl Railway Clubs and manufactursrs 
seeking thair support for the nsw Asscciation, 
Tasthing troubl3s wer3 many, but by dint of a lot 
of hard work, both in and out of Committ22, ws some 
how managed to battl3 through, Around this tims 
Harry Clark joinsd the Committee and heipsd to 
swell the number of workers, and did w3 work! Ons 
of the first steps taken by ths Standards Committss 
vas ths preparation of a lstter to the National 
Model Railroad Association of America, rsqjussting 
their psrmission to us3 sach of thair Standards as 
wears applicabl2 in Australia, and this was d3spat— 
chsd lat2 in July. A rsply was rec3iv3d som? we3ks 
later in which mors information regarding the AMRA 
was rséju3st2d and this was duly forwarisdi. The 
basic r3ason bshind contacting ths NMRA was for the 
sventual sstablishmsnt of Universal Standards for 
working parts, for thers was no nacessity for us 
to uss NMRA Standards as we could hav2 con; ahsad 
immsdiatsly and prepared our own from scratch, In 
thoss arly days we concentrated only on Standards 
for 1-1/4" and 16.5mm gauges, and I might point out 
hers that it has been the policy ef ths Association 
sinc? its inc2ption to avoid lik3 the plague any at- 
tsmpt to draw the AMRA into thse old perannial ar ou— 
ment on scale, a subject about which each individual 
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must deciis for himself. 


At first, all meetings were held at Bill Lowry's 
homa which was reasonably central for most Committss— 
en but this, we found, gave credencs to the imprsssion 
uéld in some quartsrs (though without foundation) that 
“hg AMRA was "Lowry's Association", In actual fact, 
DLL himself was responsidle for most of the rsstric= 
‘tons placed on professional members of ths Associa-— 
“ton to ensure that it would always be controlled by 
cuneateur model railroaders. Howsver, from 5th October 
“951, the meetings were held for a tims in ths rear 
> Brn Mainka's shop in Fitzroy andi at the first mest- 
‘xc at 269 Smith Street, Alan Houston same along, and 

48 been on the Committee svér sincs 
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af ths respective Committss msmoers, 
sontinuge to the tims of writing, It we 
same meeting that AMRA would app 
r of the Standards Association of Austz 
any this actually took places in November of that ysar. 
nip of both ths Australian Association of Modsl 
g and the Standards Association of Australia 
has suossquently proved to be of great valus to AMARA, 
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During ths months prior to Christmes, 1951, all 
known Australian manufacturers and leading modsllsrs 
had bssn contacted by ths Standards Committes, and 
requasted to forward a list of their respective Stand- 
ards which thsy had been using in ths production of 
their products, for ths following itsms:-— 

Wheels and axles, buffers and knuckle couplsrs, 
axleguards and/or bogies sides, with track-caugs 
and flangeways, as well, 7 

All those approachsd forwarded the requested in- 

formation and the Standards Committss then procssded . 


to compils a sheet showing all dimensions for ths main 
working parts as listed above, in an attempt to arrivs 
5% a mutually agrseabls gst of dimensions for adoption 
es Austrelian Standards. Just prior to this, w> had. 
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rec3ived a copy from ths British Railway ‘odelling 
Standards Bureau of a booklet setting out all their 
Standards and thess, as well as NMRA Standards, wsrs 
includsd in the sheet referred to previously. This 
sheet was eventually completed and copies forwardsd 
to all interested partiss for thsir comment, criti- 
cism and approval, It was sncouraging to nots that 
all conesrnsd advised us that they approved of ths 
propossd Standards, and ‘vould adhsre to thsm when 
production runs and dis replacement permitted, 


In visw of the then approaching Models Exhibi- 
tion in September 1952, a considsrabls amount of 
tims was spent discussing, planning and eventually 
building a suitable stand for the AMRA &xhibit, and 
during the snsuins months, ths preparation of this 
stand was the main consumer of our time as it was 
fslt that hsrs was our first opportunity to display 
ths AMRA befors ths gsnsral public. fs soon as the 
AAMS had dscided on tha date of thsir Sxhibitior a 
Sub-committee was formed to decide details of ths 
AMRA display, and at the first mesting, held on 15th 
Octobsr, 1951, a list of the main features was pre- 
pared, togsther with general dimensions of the stand 
Committseman Harry Clark offered to arrance for ths 
timber and prefabricating of the framework of the 
stand itself, and ofcourse, this offer was aecspted 
with gratituds, but it was unfortunate that ths ar— 
rangements with rezard to this offer wsrs disorgan— 
ised through a letter going astray in ths mail and 
ths Committss recsivsd no word from Harry as to ths 
progress of the stand. This became a bit worrying 


. as ths tims of the Exhibition approached, and as 


Harry was in the Army and difficult to contact for 
. long periods we had perforce to set to and build a 
gtand ourselvss, Past-president Maysr Levy joins: 

' . the Committss on the 14th December, 1951, just in 

* time to hslp with ths work on ths stand, 


Considerabdls financial eer sS 1¢3 rad b3aen 
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given the Association by Australian Modeleraft, of 
Albury, Bill Lowry of BPR and Ern Mainka of ths now 
defunct Main Hobby Depot, and whilst ths Constitution 
lays down the law with a firm hand regarding "prof:s— 
sionals", without doubt the assistanos that has been 
and still is given the AMRA by our "profsssional® 
nenbers has helped it to develop to the point it has 
reached today. As a eesturs of apprsciation, the 
AMRA offered a series of small display stands, form- 
ing part of the main display, to all profsssional 
members for their use at ths Exhibition, and thsre is 
Little doubt that ths combination of the two - pro- 
fagsional displays showing just about all thse parts 
obtainable in this country, and the completed models 
built from them by amateurs, demonstrated to ths gen- 
eral public (all 94,000 of them) just what ths hobby 
is liks and what is involved in modslrailroading. 


By Christmas 1951, the membership had grown to 
just over fifty, nearly all of these memosrs joining 
through the efforts of Bill Lowry, and although nat-— 
urally snouch thse great majority of theses mamndsrs 
ware Victorians, the number of Interstats mombers 
was encouraginz, Despite ths nuxsbsr of mambers, ths 
Association was not too financial around this tims, 
and wa ran "in ths red" for some months until end of 
year subscriptions cams in, 


By the end of June 1952, the proposed Standards 
had been preparsd by the Standards Committss, and ~ 
tabled befor: the Management Committee for approval. 
After som2 discussion they were slightly revissd, and 
in this latter form were approved for publication to 
ths gensral membership as Provisional Standards, It 
is with no little pride that I point out that ths 
AMRA was the first organization in the world to pro—- 
duce Standards for Stud Contact, and thes32 are in 
faot ths Standards us2d by Alan Goods on his hug? and 
justly famous '0! zauge Hobson's Bay Railway, and the 
Association will always be grateful to Alan for his 


Page 39 


ready assistance in providing and checking the di- 
mensions which ars now Australian Stud Contact 
Standards. Dus to the amount of tims consumed in 
arranging all thse various details connected with th; 
Exhibition Stand, the Standards wers not procssdsd 
with as Quickly as ws would have liked, but ths Com— 
mittse of Manaremsnt gave their final approval on 
all Shssts on the 22nd August, 1952, and copiss wers 
ronsod for distribution to msmbsrs as Provisional 
Standards, and after approval, they were to be 
printsd and issusd in psrmansnt form, This has 
bsean deferred for ths tims dsing, pending ths re— 
sults of negotiations with the British, Amsrican 

and Continental Standards Associations for adoption 
of Universal Standards, for the advantages of such 

a step can readily be appreciatsd by all thinking 
railway modsllers and enthusiasts who purchase 
"rsqady to roll" squipmsnt, 


Dus to pressurs of businsss, Ern Mainka ten—- 
sred his resignation from ths Committes of Manags— 
msnt on 26th March, 1952, and Bill Lowry did ths 
sams on the lst June, This was a loss of no small 
order for the Committes of Manarcemsnt was now rs— 
ducssd to seven members, but things were managed 


bie tims, On the 6th June Harry Clark tendered 

s rsasigonation from the Committes of Management 

wing to his military dutiss and creatsd pandemon— 
jum in ths Committse by advising, per mail, that 
the stand was progrsssing satisfactorily, "se wers, 
ofcourss, in the thross of building another stand, 
but eventually dscidsd that as construction had pro- 
eress3d so far, and "our" stand was in Melbourns, 
we had bettsr continus with it. I often wonder 
what Harry privately thought when advissd to this 
effect even though the duplication of sffort was 
just bad luck and really no ons's fault, By ths 
end of Juns, 195e the stand was wsll on the way to 
completion, ths work being carrisd out at wesk—snds 
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in Alan Houston's home — in the lounge room - What a 
aan —- What a VIFE'''! Ths mess ws made had to be se 
to be believed. 


Geoff Lormer attended a Committes mesting on the 


e/th June, 1952, and we convinced him he would be do— 


ing @ rood ‘job if he would come along to futures msst— 
ings, which hs did and has proved a tower of str eneth 
sines joining the eee tes, From this dats on, ths 
Committees of Managemant was fully occupied in arrang— 
ine the various dstaile for ths fast approaching 4x- 
nibition, The joods that had to b3 done wers many and 
varisd — models to oe obtained from members, displays 
from our “professional” members, valuations for in- 
surance? purposes, (this ons was a real hsadache) but 
everything was manazsd on time, morse or less, a great 
daal of help being obtained from the newer msmbers of 
the Committss, Dave Gross and Ray Psrrey, who attsend-— 


od. their first Committees mesting on Sth August, 195c> 
along with Ray Pearson, Despits our *"Exhi yer onitian 


some amount of work was carried out on the Provisional 


Standards, printing costs and msthod of distribution - 
being our main worries, but as the Exhibition was now 
so closs thers was not ths time available to do ovser-— 
much about the issue of the Standard Shests., Dave 
Gross, Ray Perrey and Nev, Levin wsre appointsd to 
the Committee in an official capacity at ths mesting 
held on 22nd August, 195e, Dave becoming ths Asst— 
sseretary at t following mssting as Doug, McFaddsn 
vas unabis to carry on, having enlisted in the RAAF, 
At this same mesting Dave Gross sugeested that it 
would be advantageous to ha the "Whssl—~on—Rail® 
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Smblem cf ths Asecoiat: on rsgistered as a Standard— 
isation Trades Mark, an thie was subsequently done 
full details being given at the time in Dave's state- 
ment on Pages 12 of the November, 195e, Journal, 


The Committss mseting held on 17th Oaeteber, 195e, 
was most memorable ee quite a few people; Russ Sidd- 
all, the Victorian NMRA representatives atte ended ths 
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mesting along with Jack Chaplin and Fred Youie, 
both of whom accepted positions on ths Committss, - 
Rick Richardson tsndsrsd his resignation as Presi- 
dent, after 1€ months very solid work, and Maysr 
Levy took over for the remaindsr of ths term, After 
ths mseting, I voluntesred to drive Alan Houston and 
Rick to thsir respsctivs homes and was unlucky 
snouzh on ths way to bécoms involved in an accident 
which put me out of action for same weeks, and ths 
car for 12 months. I was knocksd out complstely, 
as was Alan, and Rick thought I was done for when 
hs saw my “brains” spattsrad all over ths road; 
later it was discovered that of all places in Melb~ 
ourns on which to thumr my head I had picksd on a 
discarded ice-cream, which in the dim strest light 

- looked, according to Rick, like addisd grsy-matter, 
After a ssssion in hospital I managsd ones mors to 
tak3s an active part in AMRA doings and at a Commit— 
tee meeting about this time it was decided to call 
a General Mésting of msmoers, the date osing fixed 
for ths 2Sth November, i952. Arising from this 
masting, ths proposal was put forward by Ray Psar— 
son that a Victorian Brancr bs formsd, and this was 
tentativsly fixed for the <Sth February, 1953, and 
did taks placs on that date. 


| Prior to this, ths Committes of Management, 

anticipating that a Branch was likely to be formed, 
drew up a special set of Rulss governing ths runn-—. 
ing of this and aii subssqusnt Branchss and Sub— 
bpranchss that may o3 formsd in the futurs, Thess 
Branches are nominally undsr the control of an Org— 
anising Chairman who is slscted by ths Branch mem— 
bers themseivss from thsir own ranks, I beslisvs 
Rick Richardson is to this day rathsr hazy as to 
how hs got nimsslf embroilsd in ths Victorian Stats 
Branch, although hs suspscts Mayer Levy and Ray 
Pearson as arch-conspirators. He also claims he 

sard ms chuckis as he walked foxwerd after elestion 
to taks ovar the first mssting, although I don‘t 
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recall even snigeering to myself, (Much!) 


Jack May attended his first Committss sting on 
the 2lst November, 1952, and was appointed to the Com-— 
mittee on the 5th December, 195e. Bryan McClure and 
Deug McFadden had tendered their resignations from 
-the Committes of Management, and this left ths Comm—- 
4¢ttee rather low in numbers, so various members were 
contacted regarding their willingness to serve on it, 
and those interested were appointed on ths 16th Jan- 
uary, 1953, as follows:— . SS 

Geoff Lormer as Vice-president, Dave Gross 
as Asst—-secretary, Howard Grooms as Asst— 
Treasurer, and as Committss-—men ths follow— 
ing members wers appointed — Herb Tisher, — 
Jack Chaplin, Jack McLean—fox, D ve Bennstt 
} and Fred Youie, I am umabls to find any rs—_ 
cord of the 2xact date that Jack May took over as 
Zditor, but I think it was the same night that he was 
mads a member of the Committees of Management. This 
brings us up to early 1953, in the next instalnsnt hl 
will dstail events in 1953 to the present, 


—o—0-—0-0-0-—0-0— 
On Sunday, 11th April, I had the pleasure gf bs-— 
entersained by Reg and Mrs Stringer, their family 


local model railway friends Eric and Mrs Grimes, 
Tulloch Hill, Mickleham. I went for the afternoon 
o write uo Reg's system for the Journai and finally 
Left late that night, having to mention myself that 
may last train looked like leaving berors the last ons 
for the night on the T,H.R.! and so we reluctantly — 
set off in ths gathering fog, for Essendon. : 

As is the case on a large system building, a lot 
has been dons and a lot remains to be done, but now 
that Reg has such an enthusiastic team with him things 
are really moving. His control pansl which he brought 
in for mezbers' inspection at the last Vic. Branch 
night on 23rd April will bs ths subject of a full 
article in a later Journal, 
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THE TULLOCH HILL RAILWAY 
by Roe Strinesr - as toli to Jack May. 


The basic dasirea in this railway, which was 
actually commsncsd about four and a half y2ars ago, 
is to crsat3 a systsm worthy of ths space availabls 
anid to provids sufficisnt points of ofsrational in- 
tsrest to k33p a numbsr of opsrators busy over its 
sntire laneth, This doss not m3an, howsvsr, that a 
lot of op3rators will b3 nscsssary to cst any runn-— 
ing. It is intsndsd to have as many branch lin3s, 
waysids stations, industri3ss, 3tc,, as can r3ason— 
ably bs fitted in for both passsngsr and freight 
nOVanSR tS. sutticisnt track is r3sady to warr— 
ant it, it is propossd to try to arrangs to havs 
Running Fizhts and/or ws32kends with visiting momp 
bers who would bs mor3 or less expsact2d to bring 
somsthine of th3ir own to rum and hslp mak; up 
sxtra trains and takes part csenserally,. 


The ar3a availabls is th3 full arsa in th3 roof 
over my servic: sh3d which, allowing for ths insevi- 
tabls loss du3 to ths pitch of ths rafters, is ap- 
proximatsly 100' x 25'. Ths system is 'O' gaugs, 
1/4" scals, stud contact, l2v, D.C, I am, as yet, 
usecelees about ths ultinat: power supply, on3 sug— 
esstion bsing to drop dow a pair of l3ads to ths 
= battsary of ths car parksd ban3ath, and whilst 
opsrating, to float a rsctifisr across, This sys-— 
t3a would provide unlimitsd ampsracs at all times 
for the h2avisst traffic, but ths ons outstanding 
disadvantages is obviously that ths car may bs n3esd— 
3d right in the middls of a ‘s3ssion' in which cass 
rscourss would havs to bs taken to ths linitsd out— 
put of ths rsetifisr alons. Ths other scheme is to 
hav3 multiples rsctifi2rs to serve spscific ar2as 
which sourcs of pow3r is ‘on tap' on ths instant at 
the flick of 2 switch whereas battsriss, if used 

sparatesly fron tha Sar vonld r3quirs Servicing 
right through thos: p3riods when my business h3rg 
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makes it impossible for ms to operats trains for w3sks 
st a tims. As can bs s32n from ths plan — 1 disliks 


the term ‘layout', it sounds too much lik2 ths mor— 


tuary busin3ss — the main passenger arsa at Aiksnh3ad 
consists of / tracks with 2 ieland platforms, ons 2ach 


"12' x 7-1/2" betwv32n tracks 1 and 2, and 4 and 5 on an 


ar 3a, including throat of 18' x 3', ‘originatine on th3 
Yorthsrn side of the Station, oe tovards ths stock 


‘sidings on th? diversion Loop at Gusty Gulch, so nam3d 


° 


for th> gusts that chargs up the ventibation shaft bs- 
nsath tha banchwork hers on North-wind days. Gusty @ 
Gulch will also have on3 island passenger platforn, 


The Main line along th2 North sids sx Aiksnhead 


-glong its entirs length to ths Bast snd of the build- 


ing and ths Gusty Gulch sscondary Wain lin2 loop — 
actually a busy stock routs but also an alternatives 
rout > for passenger and freight in the svent of block- 
age in ths Aikenhsad district — is singls track, with 
rape Junction into doubls tracks takinz placs as ths 


“lins swings around th Yast end on its way back via 


ths: South sids to ths junction vith the freight yards 


‘which twill be sit3d pepe tte ths Aiksnhsad passenger arsa 


arsa, only on the South sides, Aiksnhsad will hav? no 
froicht facilitiz® barring mails and milk. It is in- 
tended to have a largs fl33t of railmotors of ths 
Walker diss2l typ2 to handles local intermsdiats pass— 
sn¢esr traffic, and bscauss of this, certain tracks in 
the Aikenhesad arsa will bs prohibited to Mainlins 


trains, and coaching stock, and Regulations will bs 


promulgated to this effsct. -I¢ is aiso intended to 
institute grading for Certificates of Efficiency (or 
Proficisncy) and ons of the hsavisst penalties will» 
»2 impos3d in ths form of demerits for OPsEssor rout— 
ing mainlins trains onto thsss tdi2s2l only' tracks, 


This Csartificate schsm3s is sabe introduc23d to fost2r 


kssnnesss coi ths opsrators and to 3liminat> as far as 
possible nsegligsnt driving and opsrating gsnsrally. 


‘ 


Th syst2am could bs run by ons person in full 
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control or by local Stationmastsrs, At present ths 
m3thod of control will bs through on3 Controller on 
pansl at Aikenhsad, right at station ar3a, the bal— 
ance of system, as it ig developed, through a sec— 
ond smallsr pansl in ths cantr: of th3 Western ar3a 
adjacent to ths Aikarhead pansl., 


All switckboards will be capabls of bsinge lock— 
sd to allow opsration by ons Controller, Controi 
of ths goods ar3a points, barring those actually on 
to the Mainline its3lf (controll2d vy the sscond 
pansl) will be by push-pull manual plunsers after 
ths styls of organ stops, 3ach stop bsinge located 
dirsctly opposit? the point it controls so thai 
thers will be no need of any form of ksy or ‘track 
plan with which to familiarise one's gslf, Op3ra— 
tors will simply sit on stools with non—swiv3l 
casters so that they can movs thamselves up and 
down thsir particular ssctionof bench at a push of 
th foot. Dowslling handlss the full leneth of the 
bench will b3 connect3d to ths rhsostats control= 
jing ths trains in th? goods arsa so that the opsr- 
ator, by a twist of ths wrist can easily control 
his engines and follow it alone ths bench whils? 
comfortably install3sd on his 'driver's' seat, Why 
tir? yourself out dodginzs about on your fest for 
hours when you can do it in comfort inst3ad? 


Oncs dscidsd upon this Yard should bs instai-— 
lsd in quick-smart styls as ther2 will b2 no wir- 
in= of point-motors, or any control of this natur:, 
Ths Yard will bs divided into two or mor; arrival 
and dspartur3 ar3as, one opsrator on 2ach breaking 
down or making up trains. 


_ Svery rhsostat on the system will b2 of ths 
Sam3 valus and calibrated identically so that a 
train can be dispatched on — say, valus ‘4! ~ with 
its corresponding sp23d, and the train will »b2 hand 
2d on to the next ssction controllsar who will haves 


i a ih 
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bsen notifisd by bsll systsm to sst his accspting con- 
trollsr at ths sam2 valu3, thus a train will pass from 
ons ssction to ths nsxt with no apparsnt change in 
spesd sstting. 


Communication b2tw33n Control and Stations or 


Station to Station will bs bdsll or gone systsm, no 


'ohones will b3 installed. Point motors will opsrats 
indicator lights on Control pan3sls, and track currsnt, 
besidss switchinge points, Id3a of switching track 
current is for safs—working of trains aprroaching 
points on ths trailing sids as with ths Flsst point 
motors propos2d, a train cannot ‘spring’ open an in- 
correctly. sst point from ths trailing sid=, hsnes ths 
riak of derailmert. 


BOLT{DE stock onsite ae at this dat; 

2 TAW' cars, 2 'BT' cars and 'C “van, 

rae rezt, tay! Jt, Ipgt (for 2ce8), tay 
“1Qtg HK 321 frsslancs tankers (tar), 

= AY van, 


Buildin 
H— T's!, 3 —- 'yytgt, '36an7 car, 'AJ' car and 


bagrags car, 2 — 'AS' cars, whilst as a chanss 
of intsrast a dissel—hauled 16. Ban logging road, vith 
6 logring wagons, is building besides, This is Gavin's 


road, and expects good haulags to ths Mainlins 
PERSORNEL O8 THE T.8-R. 
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SIGNALLING AND SIGNAL CIRCUITS 


— TRACK CIRCUITS FOR CROSSOVERE, ETC, 
by N. Levin, 


(continu2i from pags 13, November, 1953issus 


Now for thos: chaps who wish 50 have auto 
Signalling at crossovers, 


Fie 1, Wes hove two parallel tracks with traf— 
fic moving in the direction of the arrows, This 
may DS a main terminal or a through country terminal 
i.¢., some trains zo through to other stations, and 
othsrs stop or return. 


Ficg,e, This shows the rails sectionalized, and 
contacts adisd to the points. Vow thss2 contacts 
at the points opsrate as the points change, and if 
you look at mainlines points in our auto suburban 
systsm you will sss a mstal box sitting on the 
sleepers, opposits the point blad2s. This box con— 
tains contacts for relay switching, Naturally in 


ours w3 cannot maks our contacts so small so we dis— ~ 


guise them (such as putting them under the bench). 

I havs found ths easisst way to arrangs the contacts 
is by attachine thsm to ths point rod, so wh3ther 
you uss solenoids or hand operated points, the op- 
eration of ths contacts is assured. 


: Fies.3 and 3a show how these contacts Yoanks! 
are mad2 and attached, 


Fies,4 and 5 show ths Signal Circuits, Tne 
lstters of contacts shor th2 contact as labslled 
on Ficurs 2, 


Yaturally with this crossover, wh3n we operats 
Point 1 (P1) we want to operate P2 so wa can tie 
thess two point blades togsthsr and operates them 
from the ons motor or lever. This means that the 
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contacts on Pe can be on ths sams mounting as Pl, 
Thus ws find it very sasy to uss the Oak or Yaxlsy 
typs switch as in 5b, 


The Dwarf Signal may bs magnstically op2rated 
as in Fig.,6. Fig. 7 shows circuit for Dwarf Signal. 


Pleass Ramembsr — At the besinnins I mentionsd 
Chooss ons rail for Earth and ons for Signalling, but 
this may be changed wheres required, as for sxampl3 in 
q% diamond crossing, Fig.& shows position, and Fi¢.9 
shows How to changs ovsr, 


Anothsr thing to remsmdsr is — isolats all point 
blades from the point rails snlarged in Fi¢g.10, ix 
you study Fig.5 in Novembdsr issus you will s3s that 
when point blade is not isolatsd and is thrown to 
oOranch ths cround applisd on point contacts is as on 
the through track which will app2ar on ths branch 
lins and so opsrats ths branch lin? signal, This daif- 
ficulty is overcome? with isolated blad3s. , 


By the way, pleass corrsct leads to point con- 
tacts in Fig,5, August issus, and re—dram in Nov, 
issus, Fig.,10, 


For those using ec-rail, a track circuit is show 
in. Ficuirs ts, 


This circuit works on ths principls that there is 


always a small flow of currsnt in the batt3ry f3sd 
~when ths controll3r is off. 


Whers a train is on ths ssction ahsad ths rolay . 
opens ths contacts which rsmov2 th: short from a res-— 
istor which allows the relay to op3srats on a small 
current but not snough to drive ths train, With two- 
rail, howsvsr, using this scheme a relay has to b3 
provided for sv3ry signal. I hop: you chaps scan fol- 
Low thes3 articles and mak; your layout mor2 realistr 
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FIVE MODEL RAILTAYS or 'LIVE AND LEARN! 
Oy a. 5... Gutterides. 


Ovsr ths last 10 ysars I havs built quits a faw 
layouts, so a short dsscription of 3ach, and their 
drawbacks and mistakss, may bs helpful, 


“y first layout was tha usual tinplats outfit 
on ths usual oval of tinplats track, Then came Lio- 
n3l trains! and solid brass track which howsver vas 
over scals for Cauzs 1 but suited tinviats flances — 
but the layout was still tinplats, so we pass onto 
layout numbsr tro, 


This layout vas originally started in 'HO' us— 
ins Trix-and vehicles, but the only track availabls 
mas A,B,C, '702' sse¢tion, which is over scals for 
Gaug> 'O', eo after reading a very persuasive arte 
icls by ons R,E,Tustin in the 'Modsl Railway News! 
3 decided to convert the ‘Trix! stock to Narrow Ga; 
Track was laid and various pisces of sjuipmsnt wers 
constructed, but the weakness of ths layout becams 
eprparent as goon as running started, Ths central 
island between the two operating walls was a 4——- 
nuisances to say the least and trains t3nded to run 


datween the first two stations and few made the 


whols journ:3y. 


So from layout numb sr two the followine lessons 
= Se 


@ 


smere 

(1) All travk should bs sufficiently closs 
to the operator to allow him to reach it without 
Climbing over or lsaninz out over scensary, 


(2) There should be only one operating well 
or if thers is to bs more than ons thsre should not 
bs too much banding under scsnery, 2tce, — this does 
not includs wells rsjuirsd to get to ssldom ussd 
parts of the leyout, but sven these should be r3ad— 
ily accessibls, 


(3) Don't go in for narrow gaugs or other 
noval varisties of layouts unless you ars willing to 
build averythinz, or anyhow, most things, yourself, 
and ars preparsd to acespt a limitsd rangs of proto-— 
types from which to modsl, | 


About this time the first 'Psco' track cams on 
the markat so some was purchased. The 'Trix' whsels 
were swapped for ones néarsr scale and we preparsd to 
try 'HO', Elaborats plans were prsparsd for a main— 
lines section from which a branch line would wind up 
into the mountains to a mining arsa,. This layout was 
started, but I was living away from homs at ths Univ— 
ersity at this stage and the line lansuishsd — so ws 
Learnt lasson number four,- don't try to do svery— 
thing; estimate what you can do, and which you can 
afford and gst that dons - a small workins layout is 
“ar better than a big ons that doesn't! 


During the first "All Modsls Exhibition" at ths 
Exhibition buildinz I was helping at the VMRS stand 
and I was greatly impressed by the performances and 
the solidness of tha '0!' ca, models as comparsd with 
my own 'HO' stock at homs, By then, Bill Lowry's '0' 
cauce parts were fresly available, and "Hobby Den” of 
Auburn were manufacturing a very nics line of '0' za, 
Locomotives, so the obvious haprensd —- all my tin-— 
plats and 'HO' trains were sold, and a Mogul (2-6-0) 
loco. was ordsre2d from ths lattsr firm. katsr, an- 
other similar loco. was acquired and these now form 
the background of my loco stud. 


Now the big problem aross — how to fit any sort 
of 'O' ga, layout into a 12' squars room — thsoretic— 
ally an impossibls situation. First plans allowed ~ 
for a plain loop, then a twics—around continuous lay- 
out and finally, we hit on ths plan which has forms3d 
chs basis of my last two layouts. <A simpls logging 
>ranch with an upper terminus where ths logs are load 
cd, a passinz—loop halfway, td 2 junction with ths 
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mainlins whers cars ars intsrchanged; this type of 
lins zives an sxcuss for old and unconventional 
motivs power, short trains, sharp curvss, steep 
grades and even poor track, (Tch! Tch!!) 


Ths first layout was built with '702' brass rail 
and us3sd stud contact, For Peta's sake, if you uss 
studs, test 'sm bafors with a magnet — because I 
didn't and I used brass—coatsd and not solid brass 
tacks, After the brass coat is rubdsd off the 
tacks rust, and rust is not a good electrical con— 
ductor; cleaning studs is a most dishsartenins job 
I can assurs you, This layout was us2d for about a 
year but its uppsr terminus just didn't est built, 
It was rsasonably satisfactory but had definits 
weaknsssss, Th? issign of ths junction station vas 
poor — it had no locomotivs facilitiss and Siding 
Spacs was vary crampsd, whilst trains cominz in 
from the branchlins had to do much reversing to al-— 
low ths loco, to run around its train and to dis-— 
triduts the various cars in th3 Sidings, 


Ths stud contact pick-up appeared to cut dom 
ths waizht of tha locos which was available for ad— 
hssion and this caussd slipping and loss of power 
ospscially at turn-outs whers the plats was dsepresg— 
ssd against its spring — this may hava been dus to 
poor dssign of collector shoss, Also, rail and 
Slespsrs wer? oversiz3, and this was aceantuated vy 
ths confinsd layout, 


? SO wo Come to layout number fivs, tha last and 
the best to dats, Ssveral principles were obssrvsed 
in this dssicn: 
, Firstly, all track was placed near 
the sdzs of a csntral Operating spac3, and is raad— 
ily accsssibls. 3 
; Secondly, all turnaround loops and 
arsas wheres most shuntins occurs ars wall to the 
front and not hidden bshind Storage tracks as often 
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occurs, Thirdly, sidine spacs is as great as poss-— 


$o12 without crowding, and adsquats3. loco, facilitiss 
wars providsd, 


The line was dssiened with ths basic logging 
thems in Bee but provision was made for a narrow 
raugs timbs r tramway to f32ed timbsr into ths uppsr 
terminus, and a lake at ths lover terminus so that 
logs can bs dumpsd into ths watsr to be floated to 
doymstream mills. 


All turnouts were built before any othsr track 
was laid as I detsst building thess and so I thought 
I'4 ret them over with. All slespsrs and granulated 
cork ballast were glusd to masonits strips which wers 
fitted into position so that track arranesments could 
b3 tried out befors final laying was commenced. 


All standard zaugs track is ry laid and = 
is under weigh — mainly cowhair fslt paintsd gre 
but tre3s ars pressnting a problem hers, doss anyone 
know a cheap, easy way to muks forests? Thers ars a 
fax bugs still to be tracked down and Srenated on 
the standard gauge section, Ths ne -~* cauge section 
is progressing slowly, Curiously ¢-.vuzn ths line 
doss not seem crampsd as the limita3d siz3 of ths room 
is forsottsen as the trains pant up tsrribls gradss 
and squeal sround short radius curves — it's taken a 
lot of time and work, but ths brass hat is having a 
lot of fun running trains, 


Thanks a lot, Dick. Beginners will realizs from 
this article that a lot of building and dismantling 
liss ahead of them as they ‘fssl their way' towards 
the layout that will finally express their own ideas 
of a model railroad. We will be only too happy tc 
oublish oths3r chaps! efforts in modsl railroad build- 
ing for ths guidance and help of othsrs. — 4d. 
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